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SUBJECT: EXPLOSION ABOARD AIR CEYLON AIRCRAFT 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ON MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 7, THE DAY 
NEW CONSTITUTION WAS PROCLAIMED, THERE WAS AN EXPLOSION 
ON AIR CEYLON'S COLOMBO/JAFFNA AIRPLANE.PLANE WAS ON THE 
GROUND AT COLOMBO DOMESTIC RATMALANA AIRPORT AFTER COMPLETING 
FLIGHT FROM JAFFNA. EXPLOSION OCCURRED APPROXIMATELY TEN 
MINUTES AFTER PASSENGERS HAD DISEMBARKED. NO PASSENGERS 

OR CREW WERE ABOARD AND THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES. NO 
AMERICANS WERE INVOLVED. AIRCRAFT REPORTEDLY WAS DESTROYED. 
INCIDENT WAS CARRIED ON DOMESTIC NEWS BROADCAST. END 
UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LOU. AMBASSADOR RECEIVED DOCUMENT PURPORTING TO 
BE FROM "LIBERATION TIGERS OF TAMIL EALAM" CLAIMING 
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LIBERATION TIGER RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE BOMBING. 

STATEMENT WAS APPARENTLY HAND DELIVERED TO EMBASSY 
AFTER EXPLOSION HAD OCCURRED. WE HAVE SENT COPY TO 
FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

3. TEXT OF STATEMENT: "A LIBERATED THAMIL STATE OF 
EALAM' IS THE MAIN OBJECTIVE AND SACRED MISSION OF OUR 
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ORGANIZATION, THE LIBERATION TIGERS OF THAMIL EALAM, AND 
NOTHING LESS. LET THIS 'BLOWING UP OF THE AIRCRAFT' 

SERVE AS A LESSON FOR ALL THE AGRESSORS WHO ARE UNDER' 

THE ILLUSION THAT THEY CAN BARTER OUR IDEAL OR ARREST 
OUR STRUGGLE BY DOING OUR CONCESSIONS, WHATEVER THEY 
MAY BE. 

"WE ARE FULLY AWARE THAT WE CANNOT ATTAIN THE INDEPENDENT 
THAMIL EALAM THROUGH BLOWING UP THE AIRCRAFT' ALONE, BUT 
LET US DECLARE TO THE WORLD CLEARLY THROUGH THIS MOVE, 

THAT THE THAMIL NATION HAS NOT ATTAINED FREEDOM BY THE 
PROMULGATION OF THIS NEW CONSTITUTION, WHCH IS BUT A 
WHIMSICALLY CHANGEABLE, WHITEWASHED CHARTER OF SLAVERY 
FOR US, OSTENSIBLLY CONTAINING QUESTIONABLE CONCESSIONS. 

"NO OTHER INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONS OTHER THAN LIBERATION 
TIGERS OF THAMIL EALAM HAS THE RIGHT TO CLAIM THIS MOVE. 

SGD. K. UMAMAHESWARAN.CHAIRMAN, CENTRAL COMMITTEE." END 
STATEMENT. 

4. THIS IS FIRST ACTION BY LIBERATION TIGERS SINCE 
ORGANIZATION WAS PROSCIRBED IN MAY 1978. IT COMES 

AT A TIME WHEN BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND TULF LEADERSHIP 
HAVE BEEN WORKING TOWARD ACCOMMODATION THAT MIGHT 
DEFUSE COMMUNAL ISSUE. BOMBING REFLECTS ATTITUDE 
OF SMALL MILITANT TAMIL MINORITY THAT DEMANDS A SEPARATE 
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TAMIL STATE AND DOES NOT REFLECT ATTITUDES OF MOST 
TAMILS. NEVERTHELESS, SINHALESE RESENTMENT AGAINST 
TAMILS HAS BEEN BUILDING UP BECAUSE OF APPARENT TULF 
INTRANSIGENCE IN NOT ACCEPTING WHAT IS BEING OFFERED 
BY IAYEWARDENE GOVERNMENT. 

5. WE WILL REPORT ANY SIGNIFICANT RESULTS OF POLICE 
INVESTIGATION. END LOU. 

6. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. AFTER DRAFTING FOREGOING, WE 
RECEIVED SEPT. 7 AFTERNOON "CEYLON OBSERVER" WITH 
FOLLOWING VERSION OF INCIDIENT: "AVRO CATCHES FIRE. 

AIR CEYLON’S AVRO CAUGHT FIRE THIS MORNING AT THE 
RATMALANA AIRPORT WHERE IT WAS PARKED AFTER ARRIVING 
FROM JAFFNA. 

"IT'S A COMPLETE WRITE-OFF", A CIVIL AVIATION SPOKESMAN 
SAID TODAY. 

"THE AUTHORITIES ARE INVESTIGATING THE CAUSE OF THE 
FIRE.AT 9:30 A.M. TODAY THE HEAD WAS TOO OVERPOWERING FOR 
INVESTIGATORS TO APPROACH THE BURNED OUT SHELL. 

"OFFICIAL SOURCES SAID THAT THE FIRE OCCURRED AROUND 8:30 
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A.M TODAY. THERE WAS NO EXPLOSION. 

"AS THE RATMALANA AIRPORT FIRE BRIGADE WAS UNABLE TO COPE 
WITH THE FIRE, ASSISTANCE WAS RUSHED FROM COLOMBO. 

"NOBODY WAS INJURED." END OF STATED. END OF LOU. 

WRIGGINS 
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